
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1 September, 2014
Between 7.30pm and 8.45pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES
Present
Brian Corbett – Chair, Cllrs Andy Robbins, Peter Tully, Steven Farrell & Sally Harris

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, David Coulter, Harry Scott, Olga Hall, Regis Le Couturier, Howard Snaith, 
Howard Snaith Jr, Steven White and Tarset Cllr Malcolm Brodie.

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies Cllr Austin.

2. Declarations of interest – The Chair advised he had a possible interest in the matter regarding the play 
area footpath and would not contribute to that agenda item. 

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – The Clerk confirmed there had been no request for a topic to be raised.

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  There was discussion following receipt of the long 
awaited report from NCC detailing the various options for the traffic calming in the village. There was 
disappointment over the lack of positive aspects within the report. Additional ideas were discussed including 
the removal of white lines on the road along the Castle hotel as well as a ‘gateway’ entrance at the Rochester 
side of the village. The Clerk was asked to return to Stuart McNaughton seeking a definite way forward 
together with cost and timescales for development.    

b) item 5d: Play Area footpath: Chair Corbett left the room for this item. Two quotes had been received with a 
further contractor advising he would not be able to do the job. As these two quotes varied considerably it was
agreed a third quote would be required and that the matter would be considered at the October meeting. The 
matter of street lighting along the footpath was discussed. Cllr Tully advised he believed the solar lighting at 
the Rothbury play area was funded by Northumbria Police and the Clerk was asked to investigate to 
determine if there was similar funding for Otterburn.  

c) item 5ec: Relocation of Rochester stone seat: Cllr Farrell advised that there had been no activity on this matter 
during the summer holidays.  

d) item 5g: Maintenance of village toilets: There was a request for volunteers to assist with the painting of the 
external walls of the public toilets in the village. The Clerk advised he had contacted NCC regarding the 
external lights of the toilets but had not at that stage received a reply.      

e) item 5e: Brierley Gardens garages – children playing on roofs: The Clerk advised of the action ISOS had taken in an 
attempt to stop children climbing on the garage roofs. This included ISOS sending letters warning of the 
dangers to the local neighbourhood. It was agreed there was little more the Parish Council could do as it was 
the responsibility of ISOS.  

f) item 8b: Notice board at the Memorial Hall: The Clerk provided details of the quotes he had received so far. It 
was agreed that an aluminium notice board would not be in keeping and the Clerk was asked to obtain a 
further quote for a wooden notice board before a decision was made.   

g) item 8f: Damage to litter bin at junction to Otterburn Mill: The Clerk advised that the company of the lorry denied 
causing the damage to the bin. The Clerk advised he had received a quote from NCC for replacement bin 
that would be approximately £500. As it was not in a location that was vital to have a bin it was agreed not to 
replace it. Cllr Corbett advised he would make arrangements for the damaged bin to be removed.  

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for July and August, 2014: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 
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b) Payment of Councillor training: The Clerk confirmed the payment for £5.00 had been made for Cllr Harris to 
attend training.    

c) Payment of invoice to BDO LLP: Payment for £200 plus VAT was agreed for the annual audit.   

d) Payment of invoice to Chris Mowatt: The Clerk confirmed that an invoice for £140 had been paid in July for 
grass cutting. A further invoice for July and August cutting is expected. 

e) Payment of invoice to Harvey Parr Ltd: The Clerk advised he had not as yet received the expected invoice. 

f) Payment of invoice to Azure Charitable Enterprises: The Clerk confirmed an invoice for £189.59 had been paid in 
respect of printing for the latest Rede Valley Newsletter. This payment will be covered by donations / 
subscriptions received. 

g) Payment of invoice for RTC computer: It was agreed to pay the invoice for £215.00. 

h) Payment for WW1 wreath: The Clerk as asked to contact Richard Cross (Corsenside PCC) regarding the 
payment of the wreath. 

7. Planning - There were no planning applications this month.  

8. New Business
a) Review of local bus services: An update was provided on developments and the decision regarding Post 16 bus 
contracts.  

b) Local Transport Plan: Following discussion it was agreed the LTP should include the proposals that have 
been highlighted from the traffic calming report.     

c) NALC AGM invite: Cllr Robbins advised he may be able to attend the AGM.     

d) First Annual Town & Parish Council Conference: The Clerk advised all spaces for this event had been booked. 

e) Sprit Bus service: The Clerk provided details of the new service that started on 1 September. 

f) Gleedlee timber extraction route: It was agreed to discuss this item as part of the ‘Surgery’ when Tarset Cllr 
Brodie would provide details. 

g) Definitive Map Modification (No 7) 2012: The Clerk’s report was received and agreed. 

h) Definitive Map Modification (No 12) 2013: The Chair provided details of the history of the footpaths at 
Otterburn Hall. Following discussion regarding the change of circumstances at the Hall there was agreement 
that the original decision to remove support of the footpaths should stand.

i) Community Speed Watch: With only two volunteers having applied so far it was agreed the Clerk would share 
the link with the hope more would do so and achieve the minimum number required. The Clerk was asked to
enquire how possibly the School may, should they wish to, also be involved in speed awareness.

j) Percy Arms future: The Clerk reported he had spoken to Christies Agents regarding the potential sale. He was 
advised that whilst a possible buyer was still in negotiations, completion was still some way off. 

9. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
It was agreed to discuss a review of finances as well as Village Festival ideas at the next meeting.  

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Monday 6 October, 2014 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  
Meeting closed at 8.25pm

‘Surgery’
Gleedlee timber extraction route – Tarset Cllr Brodie provide a history of the proposed extraction route. 
Without any consultation it was originally proposed to run through Greenhaugh. This was successfully 
opposed by the community however the new proposal along the service road that exits on A68 opposite 
Dunns House is also considered an inappropriate choice. 

Cllr Brodie advised the action Tarset & Greystead Parish Council is taking and date of forthcoming meetings 
that all from Otterburn parish were welcome to attend also. 
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